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CROSS-REGIONAL COOPERATION

With this Knowledge Bulletin, the Green Innovation Centres for the Agriculture and Food
Sector aim to leverage and share the knowledge gathered on various topics we have
worked on over the past decade. Before our implementation comes to an end next year,
this bulletin will be published every eight weeks in a total of six editions. We hope to
provide you with valuable insights through this concise format.

Focus Topic: Cross-Regional Cooperation

Since 2016, the workstream on “Supranational Capacity Development” within the global
project Green Innovation Centres for the Agriculture and Food Sector (GIC) has developed
and implemented a diverse range of complementary formats aimed at strengthening
strategic capacities among actors from various partner organizations. These include
interregional seminars, knowledge cooperation initiatives, collaboration with the private
sector, and exchange formats such as regional conferences and thematic working groups.
The measures complemented the capacity development efforts in the 16 country packages
of the program and place particular emphasis on fostering South-South as well as North-
South exchange.

In the following section, selected examples of outputs resulting from the various
cooperation formats are summarized.
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Content on our Knowledge Platforms

IDA

South-South Exchanges in a Global Programme: Experiences
from thematic working groups, study tours and trilateral
cooperation projects within the GIC

This document highlights specific exchange formats
implemented through the GIC, including cross-country
working groups, study tours, and trilateral cooperation
initiatives.

English Version

Toolbox for cross-regional capacity development — Best
practices from the GIC

Since 2016, the “cross-regional capacity development”
workstream implemented complementary formats to
strengthen strategic capacities among stakeholders in partner
organizations. These activities supported the 16 country
packages and emphasized South-South and North-South
exchange.

German Version
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English Version

Programme Brochure | Capacity Development Programme
for Lecturers and Managers of Green Colleges

“Green Colleges” in the agriculture and food sector are key
cooperation partners of the GIC. This brochure contains
further information on the program with a focus on capacity
development.

English Version

Ayana’s Journey: A Comic on a Postgraduation Success Story

This comic was created as part of a GIC university cooperation
program between Germany and Ethiopia. It portrays the
experiences of Ayana, a young woman from Ethiopia who took
part in the program.

English Version

Documentation of various online seminars (all in English)

Here you find the documentation of selected croos-regional
seminars, offering insights into their topics, methods, and key
outcomes. We invite you to explore the materials and draw
inspiration for your own capacity development initiatives.

Boost Our Youth Employment Efforts

ICT in Agricultural Value Chain Development

Understanding the Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture,
Adaptation and Mitigation

Basics of Food Processing and Technology

Exposure Visit/Seminar: Organic Agriculture in the context of
BIOFACH 2022
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Green Innovation Centres - Voices from cross regional
learning and exchange

In this video, partners who have participated in cross-regional
learning and exchange programs on food chains and
agriculture share their experiences. They explain how they
have benefited from the programs organised by the Green
Innovation Centres. Examples include seed drying and the use
of renewable energy.

Green Innovation Centres - Voices from cross regional learning
and exchange

Two documentaries from a 10-day film workshop with
Bukura College students (African Green Store Network, Sept
2024).

These short documentaries showcase the drive of the young
generation to pursue an agricultural career. This film workshop
was conducted in cooperation with Multan Production Limited
from Nairobi, the Centre for Rural Development (SLE) and the
Bukura Agricultural College.

Against all odds - Business in beauty and agriculture in Kenya

Digging in - Youth for Soil Revival in Kenya

Exchange formats (regional conferences & working groups)

Examples from the working groups

Working Group: Rice
This working group organised regional conferences, exhibitions, study trips, platform
meetings, training courses, excursions, workshops and visits to trade fairs.

Climate-resilient improved rice seed for smallholder farmers
in West Africa: Enhanced Resilience through the COVID-19
Response Rice Seed Project (CORIS)

The webinar focuses on CORIS results, learnings, and impacts.
Also, it presents the main activities, its contribution to
Research in Africa and innovative approaches. Furthemhore,
the case study of Burkina Faso shows the implementation of
CORIS.

English+French Version

Working Group: Potato
This working group provides an effective platform to share country experiences and best
practices to improve the potato value chain.
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Good Agricultural Practices for Ware Potato Production in
Cameroon

This course on good agricultural practices (GAP) for ware
potato production in Cameroon comprises 4 modules and 18
themes.

English Version

French Version

Working Group: Information And Communication Technologies (ICT)
The GIC utilised more than 30 different ICT-innovations and wanted to further explore the
potential of such solutions to improve agricultural value chains and upscale successful

innovations

B

Factsheet | Information and Communication Technologies
(ICT)

English Version

French Version

Report and Video | South-South Exchange in India on Digital
Solutions in the Agriculture and Food Sector

This report and video deal with the opportunities and
challenges posed by ICTs for the agri-food sector and show
examples of ICT innovations promoted by the GIC.

Report (English Version)

Report (French Version)

Video (English Version)

YouTube Playlist | ICT

A webinar-presentation on ICT innovations in the Agriculture
and Food Sector with examples from the GIC

Playlist | Information and Communication Technologies
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Presentation | ICT Innovations in the Agriculture and Food
Sector

A webinar-presentation on ICT innovations in the Agriculture
and Food Sector with examples from the GIC

English Version

Working Group: Mechanization
The topic of ‘mechanization’is a cross-cutting issue and a key focus of the GIC and was
addressed by a working group from 2017 to 2023.

) (Jo

YouTube Playlist | Mechanization

There is a playlist on the topic of ‘Mechanization’ on the
YouTube channel of the GIC. It contains a collection of topic-
related videos in several languages.

Playlist | Mechanization

Factsheet | Mechanization
A factsheet about the GIC's mechanization innovations.

German Version

Factsheet | Appropriate Mechanization for the Agriculture
and Food Sector

A Factsheet on the activities of the ‘Mechanization’” working
group.

English Version

French Version

Factsheet | Sustainable mechanization as a means to
empower women processors in Benin

A Factsheet on the Benin project ‘Promotion of sustainable
agricultural mechanization to increase the efficiency, resilience
and incomes of smallholders’ which was implemented by the
FAO with the support of GIZ (ProCIVA project).

English Version
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Manual | Mechanization in Smallholder Organic Production —
A Resource Manual for Trainers

alll)

This manual is for use by trainers of trainers, trainers of
farmers, and farmers

to explain the principles, challenges, and opportunities for
smallholder organic

farmers to apply mechanization to reduce drudgery in organic
farming, focusing on crop production.

English Version

E-learning Course | ‘Small-scale agricultural mechanization
hire services as a business enterprise’

As part of the working group, the partner organisations FAO
and CIMMYT developed the e-learning course ‘Small-scale
agricultural mechanisation hire services as a business
enterprise’.

E-Learning Course (French)

Youtube Video | The Scaling Scan — a tool for sustainable
innovations

This video explains what it takes to scale an innovation in a
particular context, what the implications are for project
management and collaboration, and what potential trade-offs
need to be made in terms of the environment and social
dynamics.

English Version
Website | Scaling Scan

English+French+Spanish Version

D (o (0

Article | Sustainable Agricultural Mecanization

This edition of the journal “Enlace” contains contributions that
describe the successful work of CIMMYT experts with the
cooperation of the GIC.

English+Spanish Version

Working Group: Organic Agriculture
The GIC have set up a cross-regional working group to promote organic farming within the
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centres for the benefit of small farmers and SMEs.

YouTube Playlist | Organic Agriculture

There is a playlist on the topic of Organic Agriculture’ on the
YouTube channel of the GIC. It contains a collection of topic-
related videos in several languages.

Playlist | Organic Agriculture (OA)

Factsheet | Organic Farming in Togo

German Version

French Version

Factsheets | GIC Cooperation with diverse Private Sector
Stakeholders in the context of organic agricultural practices

German Version

English Version

The factsheets describe briefly the collaboration of GIZ with
Private Sector Stakeholders: Naturland, IFOAM, FIBL and
GEPA.

Training Material | Diverse organic farming practices (all in
English)

Guidance Note | Poster Soil Fertility Management

Poster | Compost Production

Guidance Note | Poster Compost Production

Poster | Pest Management for Vegetables

Poster | Disease Management for Vegetables

Guidance Note | Poster Disease Management for Vegetables

Poster | Vegetable Crop Rotation
Poster | Weed Management
Guidance Note | Poster Weed Management

Poster | Diversification of Organic Farms

Guidance Note | Poster Diversification of Organic Farms

Manual | Diversification of Organic Farms

Poster | Benefitial Organisms
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Guidance Note | Poster Beneficial Organisms

Poster | Green Manures and Cover Crops

Regional conferences

The regional conferences of the GIC were designed for partners and provided a platform for

exchange among relevant actors from the 16 partner countries. The focus of these meetings
was on sharing experiences, mutual learning from one another, and jointly advancing
project activities.

Conference Report of the GIC Regional Conference in Kenya
g English Version
\ ‘L French Version

Conference Report of the GIC Regional Conference in
Ethiopia (hosted by Ethiopia, but held online due to the
COVID19 pandemic)

English Version

French Version

Conference Report of the GIC Regional Conference in Zambia

English Version

Conference Report of the Supra-regional GIC Conference in
Berlin: From Innovation to Transformation

English Version

Network Contributions

This section highlights cross-topic contributions from the Green Innovation Centres
published on external platforms. These contributions are independent of the main theme
of the current Knowledge Bulletin.
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TAPipedia

TAPipedia, developed under the framework of
Tropical Agriculture Platform (TAP), is an
information-sharing system designed to enhance
knowledge exchange in support of Capacity
Development (CD) for Agricultural Innovation
Systems (AIS). It serves as a global platform for
good CD practices, innovation outputs, success
stories and lessons learned.

Article: Diffusion des Bonnes Pratiques de
Production de Pomme de Terre au Cameroun par
I'Approche Champ Ecole en Grappes (only
available in French)

This article deals with the innovative ‘field school’
approach in Cameroon, which trains farmers in
sustainable agricultural practices and
technologies. Thanks to this approach, which was
implemented by the GIC, potato yields have
improved, enhancing production and market
potential for smallholder farmers.

Website African Green Store Network (AGSN)

The African Green Store Network (AGSN) is an
online platform for African agricultural vocational
schools, i.e., "Green Colleges." The colleges of the
network exchange innovative approaches and
best practices. The mission of the AGSN is to
create a platform that enables the growth of
sustainable agriculture in Africa, by providing a
space for schools to connect, share their
knowledge, and collaborate.

Website: AGSN

Do you want to unsubscibe from this newsletter? Do you have any questions? Please

contact:

Miriam Reindl
E-mail: greeninnovationcentres@giz.de
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