Bridging the Digital Gender Gap

How to use ICT to empower rural women

Presented by Franziska Kreische
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Potential

Innovation and ICTs offer exciting opportunities to unlock the business
potential of traditionally marginalized and isolated women farmers by:

e Providing easy, mobile-enabled access to climate-smart agricultural
information and services
e Building a digital track record and credit profile to increase access to

finance
e Connecting farmers to national, regional and global supply chains to
improve access to markets
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The proportion of women using the Internet is 12%
lower than the proportion of men using the
Internet worldwide.

In Africa, the proportion of women using the
Internet is 25% lower than the proportion of men.

ITU Facts and Figures, 2017
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Key facts

Name:

Farmer’'s Voice (Kilimo
Media International)
Country:

Kenya

Technology:

Radio

Aim:

To make agricultural
information available
to small holder
farmers
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Welcome 10
Shamba Shape - Up

Get practical advice on improving your
farm and increasing your yields from East
Africa's favourite farming show!
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Leaflets IShamba Pudget Mkononi

When you think of farming television, We have an interactive SMS system Need to talk to a crop or animal Imagine an online budgeting tool
think no further than Shamba Shape which encourages viewers to text expert at the touch of a button? Our that can estimate how much your
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Key facts
e Name:
Shamba Shape Up
e Country:
Kenya
e Technology:
TV
e Aim:

By feeding timely,
tested and effective
agricultural
information to farmers
through an
entertaining approach,
Shamba Shape Up is
forging a new era of
food security and
economic opportunity
for all Africans.
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farm.ink
Typically replies instantly e e (D I

farm.ink

Agriculture Company

Typically replies instantly

Search for farmers near you and stay up to
date with best farming news!

&9 Sign up with
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Key facts

Name:

Farmlnk

Country:

Kenya
Technology:
Mobile

Aim:

To make it easy for
farmers to find
eachother and share
information
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AFRICA

Key facts
* Product development
+ Stakeholder coordination J
* Technical support . Name: o
* Risk monitoring ACRE (former Kilimo
* Product improvement Salam a)
X J

Country:
Kenya
Local Insurer Technology:

' oy
* Organization insured on e TS iz
behalf of farmers o . * Carriesrisk Mobil

o oDlle
* E.g. Bank, MFI, Agribusiness * Documents policy et
+ Advance the premium I N S U R A N C E * Pays claim Ision:
* Disburse compensation
. J

To help unlock the full

Farmer Aggregator | | Leeeeestmeeeeall

potential of agriculture

VALUE CHAIN by eliminating the

stress and potential
damage of climate
variables for farmers
across Africa

Farmers

+ Accesses services

with insurance * Reinsures risk
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Lessons learnt from other projects:



is here to help!
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Key facts

e Name:
MomConnect

e Country:
South Africa

e Technology:
Mobile

e Vision:

To support maternal
health through the use
of cell phone based
technologies
integrated into
maternal and child
health services



Getting real about everything from love
and sex to fashion and beauty.

ALL FASHION & BEAUTY

e )

HEALTH

What are the Pros and Cons
of Circumcision?

Male circumcision has been a controversial
topic for many years, Choma. In this article,
I'm exploring some of the views around it.

HEALTH INSPIRATION

HEALTH

Myths about HIV Prevention

Misconceptions about how you contract HIV
are really dangerous and contribute to HIV
stigma. Here are a few myths about HIV
prevention.

LOVE & RELATIONSHIPS
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Key facts

e Name:
Choma
Country:
South Africa
Technology:
Internet, Mobile
Vision:
To connecting to
young females,
inspiring healthier life
choices and
contributing towards
the next HIV free
generation in South
Africa

INSPIRATION

Make a Noise -
Stigma

Let's encourage each ot
about HIV, testing and sa
all work towards ending
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Recommendations
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Know your target group!

There is no such thing as a single female target group
User test, user test, user test!

Find out who is using your tool — Generate sex-disaggregated
data
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Choose appropriate mobile platforms!

e Choose platformsthat can be accessed from low-end
phones

e If necessary, consider voice messages

e Promote competition
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Provide safe spaces!

Promote secured digital spaces for women

Use peer-to peer approaches

Include mentoring programs (e.g.extension officers)
Prosecute online violence against women and set up simple
reporting systems
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Include gate keepers!

e Women's information networks may include their spouses
e Anticipate the backlash women may experience as a result
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Use female characters and a storyline or
scenario that users recognise

e Use positive female role models
e Provide relevant content — Enable women to relate to it and
identify with the characters and situations
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Last but not least:

e Learn from others!
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Thank you!



Franziska Kreische

Project manager at betterplace lab

email: franziska.kreische@betterplace.org
phone: +49 30 76 76 44 88-46
twitter: @bpfranzi

www.betterplace-lab.org/en
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